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It is a pleasure to present the Annual Report of the 
Belfast City Mission for 2017 and in doing so to once 
again acknowledge the goodness of our God.  The 
work to which we are called is challenging as our staff seek to deal with a variety 
of problems in difficult and often complex situations.  It is therefore important 
that we take time to acknowledge the faithfulness, dedication and compassion 
demonstrated by our Missionaries and those who support them at Headquarters. 
 
Proclaiming God’s Word is a privilege but it is also a serious responsibility.  Often 
it appears that little progress is being made in advancing the Kingdom and yet we 
know and take great encouragement from the fact that our Saviour is very much at 
work in our City.  As a Mission we continue to see individuals of all ages influenced 
for good and for God.  Lives are being changed and hope is being brought into 
what are often hopeless situations. 

 Let me therefore encourage you to be faithful as you bring our staff and the work 
they have been called to do before the Lord in prayer.  As a Mission we can testify 
to answered prayer; we can testify to the unchanging love of a sovereign God; 
and we can testify to a Saviour who time and time again proves He will carry us 
through.

In thanking our staff let me also thank those who work in our halls and those who 
support us prayerfully, practically and financially.  Your support enables us to do the 
work and fulfil the will of God.  There is great need in our capital City and we must 
press on as we proclaim in word and deed the love, compassion and forgiveness of 
the one who gave Himself for us.

Ronnie Armour
President  

Greetings from the President
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President:
Mr Ronnie Armour
Vice-President:
Mr Roger Thompson
Honorary Treasurer:
Mr Roger Thompson
Honorary Secretary:
Rev Denis Bannerman
Executive Secretary:
Mr Bobi Brown
GOVERNING BODY
The President, Vice President, Hon 
Treasurer, Hon Secretary, with the 
following:

Rev D Johnstone
Rev J Maddock
Rev G F McKeown
Rev A S Smyth
Rev W M Smyth
Rev I Fleck
Mr J Douglas
Mr T Irwin
Mr R Woods
Mr E Rice
Rev B Stevenson
Rev D Rankin
Rev B Smyth
Rev S Castles
Mr F Teeney
Mr R McMenemy
Mr N Jackson
Mr G Dunbar
Rev B McManus

MISSION HALL 
SUPERINTENDENTS
• Ronnie Armour      Fairview Road
• Vacant                    Mountcollyer
• Vacant             Sandy Row
• John Douglas         Kilburn Street
• George Dunbar     Island Street
• Vacant    Canton Street
• Tommy Irwin        Jersey Street
• Norman Jackson    Ballybeen
• Vacant                     Bloomfield Drive
• Vacant                     Kimberley Street
• Evan Rice               Glencairn
• Vacant                   Rathcoole
• Roger Thompson    Great Northern St
• Bobby Woods     Shore Road
• Fred Teeney        Mayo Street
• Vacant                  Ballysillan

President R Armour Honorary Secretary  
Rev D Bannerman

Vice President and 
Treasurer R Thompson
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Honorary Secretary’s Report 
Rev D Bannerman

 

When the Rev. Rueben John Bryce, the respected Principal of Belfast Academy 
(as it was at the time) convened the inaugural meeting of the Belfast Town 
Mission in February 1827, he could scarcely have imagined, 190 years later, 
that Society for the Religious Improvement of the poor of the town of Belfast 
and its neighbourhood, would still be in existence and continuing to fulfil the 
purpose that those present at that first meeting had for it. 

The passing of that notable landmark was acknowledged at our Annual Rally 
at this time last year – and rightly so. This report endeavours to place on the 
record how, in 2017 the 190th year of its existence, this Mission, and especially 
its Staff, have sought to continue to fulfil both that vision and that mandate 
during yet another year.

Each year that passes continues to present the Mission with challenges – some of 
them new, but most of them familiar and of longstanding. In some ways there is 
a world of difference between life in Belfast in 1827 and how it is in 2017; yet in 
other ways it seems that little if anything has changed. Many of the changes are 
very obvious – electricity, running water and sophisticated plumbing systems 
in our homes. The widespead ownership and use of motorised transport. The 
possession of communication equipment that enables us to see, and interact 
with, events happening on the other side of the world as they happen, on a 
colour screen that can fill an entire wall in our homes or fit into the smallest 
pocket of a jacket. Yet, with all these changes and technological advances we are 
still familiar with poverty, drunkenness, addictions of various kinds, violence 
and anti-social behaviour, similar to that which was common 190 years ago. 
There is something to the adage coined by the French journalist and novelist  
Jean-Baptiste Alphonse Karr “the more things change the more they remain the 
same!” 

So let me give you an insight into the efforts and activities of our Missionaries 
over this past year, under some, I hope, helpful headings.
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TRIED AND TESTED.

Since the very beginning of the Mission, face to face contact with people where 
they are to be found has been both foundational and fruitful – knocking doors 
was never glamorous or easy, but it was often effective. Today, it is less so; 
and while the missionaries continue to employ this tried and tested means of 
meeting people in an organised way, yet, it is becoming ever more difficult to 
engage people on the doors and less productive in encouraging them to cross 
the threshold of a Mission Hall.

Visitation of the sick and elderly at home, in hospital, or in residential homes 
has been employed by most if not all of our staff, often to great advantage for 
those visited, for their families and in some cases, with great appreciation by the 
administrators of Residential facilities. An increasing number of missionaries 
have been faced with increasing opportunities to present the gospel to those for 
whom a managed facility has become home.

Services in Halls, while generally not as well attended as in past years, still 
provide opportunities, both for sharing fellowship and proclaiming the gospel. 

The Mission has always been fortunate that believers attached to our Halls 
were ever willing to shoulder, with the missionary, some responsibility for the 
management and conduct of meetings in our halls. These days, a number of 
missionaries report difficulties in finding people to assist with these tasks – in 
some cases due to age and reducing fitness and in others perhaps lack of vision. 
One missionary reports difficulty in securing the services of enough people to 
drive the minibus that is used to collect those less able and convey them to the 
Hall.

Sunday School was, for generations, a tried and tested means of reaching 
children; and missionaries are consistently appreciative of the faithful service 
rendered by many dedicated teachers, in some cases over almost an entire 
lifetime. Increasingly, it is becoming more difficult to draw children to Sunday 
School, due mainly to the competing attractions of Sunday Sport and shopping. 
Some of our Sunday Schools are weathering the storm – others are struggling 
and, in at least one case, it has had to close.

Holiday Bible Clubs, often with input from a Missionary’s home Congregation 
or other organisations, such as CEF or SU, continue to prove effective in 
reaching wider than would normally be possible.
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Uniformed organisations such as BB & GB have continued to be effective tools 
in reaching out to young people – though here again a sufficient supply of 
competent leaders can sometimes be a challenge.

NEW AND VARIED.

If the tried and tested methods of reaching people have either continued to serve 
well or are struggling; it is encouraging that missionaries have been innovative 
in addressing these challenges. A lot of time, effort and prayer has been invested 
in trying new and varied ways of reaching people with the gospel.

Some districts are, and have for some time, been encountering foreign nationals. 
Some of these people have had to flee the land of their birth due to political 
unrest or other crises. They come to our city as strangers to a strange land and 
in most cases their first language is not English. Some of our missionaries have 
been reaching out to these people for quite a few years now, while others have 
encountered the challenge and opportunity more recently. English language 
classes and homework clubs have been established, staffed by trained and 
competent volunteers – in some cases professional teachers, recently retired, 
who are willing to serve the Lord in this very practical way.

Reaching men has always been difficult. In a number of districts new initiatives 
are been employed such as through sport. One hall has been adapted, thanks to 
voluntary work carried out by members of two Presbyterian Congregations who 
are supporters of the Mission; and now sporting activities provide opportunities 
for witness, especially among those for whom a church-type building would be 
well outside their cultural and traditional comfort zone.

Another Missionary has held a Football Camp, staffed by qualified Coaches 
with a Christian Calling to reach out to people through sport. Another is using 
social media to inform the local area of activities in the Hall and to try to reach 
out to those who, although often visited with leaflet drops, have so far resisted 
coming to anything arranged in the district.

Increasingly, some of our staff are finding openings into schools; and 
relationships are being fostered with members of teaching staff, many of whom 
are Christians and who welcome the input of someone, known in the area, who 
can share the gospel with the children.
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Open-air Fun Days are increasingly popular, and while requiring a high degree 
of organisational skills and time, nevertheless have proved worthwhile and 
in most cases, are now a regular feature in the annual program of events and 
activities.

A number of missionaries have joined together, on occasions, to hold activities 
jointly; thereby strengthening attendances and easing the burden on committed 
workers in their Halls. This could be a useful pattern to expand going forward 
into the future.

MATERIAL & SPIRITUAL

Increasingly missionaries are coming into contact with people in ‘straitened’ 
circumstances. For some the cause might be unemployment or drug and alcohol 
dependency, or one or more of the many other life-limiting causes. The fairly 
recent phenomenon of ‘food banks’ is now common in our city and a number 
of our staff are directly involved in some of these - which provide opportunities 
for spiritual input as well; for which many have expressed appreciation. After 
all, feeding the hungry was one of the first tasks Jesus entrusted to His followers!

Some have been able to access furnishings and furniture to assist people who 
have passed through hard times and are trying to restore some order to their 
lives. Others have been seeking to support parents whose families have become 
dysfunctional and who, in some cases, have had children taken into care. The 
annual Christmas Toy Appeal, which continues to be generously supported by 
many of our Presbyterian Congregations around the country, provides vital 
help to an increasing number of families – evidence of the scale of poverty that 
exists in our City in these days.

Craft classes are another way of sharing the gospel, where people come together 
to make products that can help the needy, mostly in other less affluent lands, 
while enabling Christians to share their love of Christ with those who may, as 
yet, be strangers to Him.

BEGINNING & END.

The Mission has always retained a commitment to help people at any and 
every stage of life. Help with the spiritual nurturing of children has always been 
foundational – hence the growing number of Mums & Tots Groups; but so 
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too has helping people at the other end of the spectrum. Most, if not all of our 
staff, find that they are called upon when death visits a family. In some cases that 
might be, at least partly, self-inflicted; and in this, as other years, some have had 
to deal with the trauma of suicide or drug related death. 

Sometimes they have had to operate in a context where there has been evidence, 
or suspicion, of para-military influence or activity. That context brings its own 
level of stress and difficulty; but into that the missionary needs to bring some 
comfort as well as the challenge of the gospel.

Missionaries have visited the terminally ill and ministered to them and their 
loved ones in stressful situations – that’s never easy, but is much appreciated!

190 years after the formation of the Belfast City Mission, its missionaries 
continue to carry out the mandate it was given in 1827. There have been lots of 
changes in the environment in which the Mission operates – but the need and 
the gospel remain the same!

Rev Denis Bannerman (Hon. Secretary)

INTERESTED IN HEARING
ABOUT THE WORK OF

BELFAST CITY MISSION

Sunday Services, Midweeks, PW’S, 
Ladies/Men’s Groups etc.

One of our Missionaries will come 
and speak at your service or event

Contact Tel: (028) 9032 0557
E mail : info@belfastcitymission.org.uk



Annual Report  2017/2018

- 9 -

Annual Report  2017/2018

2018 B.C.M. Christmas Appeal

  

As you all are probably aware each Christmas we have our 
Annual Christmas Appeal.

Churches province wide donate toys, toiletries, confectionary
and foodstuffs for hampers to be distributed among the most 

needy in our 16 mission districts.

This year’s dates (D.V.) are…………

Monday 3rd December to Wednesday 5th December
(10.00am to 3.00pm)

Monday 10th December to Wednesday 12th December
(10.00am to 3.00pm)

PLEASE DELIVER TO GLENCAIRN MISSION HALL

PLEASE NOTE ALL GIFTS MUST BE NEW (Due to health and safety)

Unfortunately we cannot accept second hand goods
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Executive Secretary
Bobi and Martha Brown
Commenced Service 
Dec 1985

Kilburn Street
Lloyd and Carol Watson
Commenced Service 
Jan 1985

Glencairn 
George and Cassie Lunn
Commenced Service 
Nov 1986

Jersey Street
Tom and Deborah 
Gamble
Commenced Service 
Jan 1988

Bloomfield Drive
Tom Marshall
Commenced Service 
May 1993

Kimberley Street
Willie and Beverley 
Cowan
Commenced Service 
Nov 1999

Island Street
Billy McCullagh
Commenced Service 
April 2000

Canton Street
Michael Waddell
Commenced Service 
Jan 2005

Fairview Road
Alan and Grace Martin
Commenced Service 
Sept 2005

Missionaries and Wives



Annual Report  2017/2018

- 11 -

Annual Report  2017/2018

Missionaries and Wives

Great Northern Street
Ivan and Belle Patterson
Commenced Service 
Sept 2005

Kimberley Street
Stanley and Ella Kyle
Commenced Service 
Sept 2009

Ballybeen 
David and Janice Bisset
Commenced Service 
Jan 2010

Sandy Row
Willie and Aurea Logan
Commenced service 
Feb 2010

Mountcollyer
Walter and Jenny Simms
Commenced Service
March 2010

Shore Road 
Gary and Sharon
Bingham
Commenced Service 
Oct 2010

Rathcoole
Jordan and Elaine Neill
Commenced July 2015

Ballysillan
Andy and Iris Williamson
Commenced Service 
July 2015

Mayo Street
Paul and Lorraine
McCaw
Commenced Service 
July 2015
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Remember especially in your 
Prayers our Mission Widows

Mrs Janet Smith (Bob Smith)
Mrs Ellen Cooke (Billy Cooke) 

Mrs Jean Anderson (R G Anderson)

Angela Magill Martha Brown Bobi Brown
Secretary

Office Staff/Retired Missionaries and Widows

George Ferguson
Retired

Eddie Kelso
Retired

Sam Morrow
Retired

Harry Creighton
Retired

Errol McCrory
Retired

Raymond Hume
Retired

Jim Lawther
Retired

Ernie Shooter
Retired

Roy Graham
Retired

David Bell

Arthur McCelland
Retired
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Ballybeen Girls’ Brigade.

The 284th Girls’ Brigade Company in Ballybeen Mission 
Hall is celebrating its 40th Anniversary throughout the 
year. The Company is an integral part of the work of the 
hall and has been richly blessed by God down through the 
years and continues to teach young girls to seek, serve and 
follow Christ. At the heart of the work in Ballybeen Girls’ 
Brigade are the Captain Sharon McCune and her faithful 
Officers. Recently at the Annual Display in April Mrs 
Linda Taylor was recognised for her outstanding service 
over 40 years as an Officer in the Company and we trust 
she continues to serve the Lord in this valuable work.

Retirements.

Mr William John McKee took over as Auxiliary Secretary 
for B.C.M in Magherabeg back in 1957. After 61 years 
of sterling service he has retired from his role. Executive 
Secretary Bobi brown presented William with a gift in 
his home church of Kells Presbyterian on Sunday 24th 
June 2018.

Mrs Jean Tate 
Auxiliary Secretary in 
Glasker Presbyterian 
Church has also 
retired after numerous 
years of sterling 
service. Bobi Brown 
presented Jean with a 

gift from the Mission on Sunday 5th August 
2018.

Two members of our Governing 
Body and Superintendents Board 
have recently retired from their posts. 
Former Vice President of the Mission 
and Rathcoole Superintendent Mr 
Ronnie Ross and Mr Bert Crooks, 
Superintendent of Sandy Row Hall 
have tendered their resignations. We 
thank God for their valuable input 
over many years and wish them 
every blessing for the future.

Faithful Helpers

Where would we be in our 16 Mission Halls without 
faithful servants helping the Missionary and their hall 
in general. Jean Boyd and Anne Creighton are two such 
stalwarts in the Ballyduff Hall. One day they will hear 
the commendation of Christ, “Well done thy good and 
faithful servants”



- 14 -

Annual Report  2017/2018Annual Report  2017/2018

Belfast City Mission

Annual Rally 2019

When – Thursday 25th April 2019

Where - Assembly Buildings. Belfast.

Who - Guest Speaker  rev Brian MCManus

Special Greetings from Moderator of General Assembly

rev Charles MCMullen

singers - Boys Brigade 
n.i. Centenary Male voiCe Choir 

Praise led By Ps 150

Why – To Praise Almighty God for his goodness
to us over 192 years.

all WelCoMe
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As we reflect on ou finances over the past years of recession we have clearly seen 
how Our Lord has proved His faithfulness in so many different ways including the 
provision of our financial needs. Thus, we have been able to continue to do our work 
for Him across the city. We firmly believe that He will enable us to meet our financial 
requirements in the times ahead, whatever they may bring and so, we will continue to 
keep our trust, dependence and hope in Him.

Belfast City Mission

Statement of Financial Activities (including Income and Expenditure Account)
Year ended 28 February 2018

Finally, looking ahead to the coming year we can be sure that we will continue to 
keep our confidence in our Lord to meet our future needs in order that the core 
work of the Mission will continue unimpeded. This concludes the financial report 
for the year 2017-18 and so, to our loving and ever faithful Lord be all thanks, 
honour and praise. Amen. 
Roger Thompson (Hon Treasurer) 

Incoming resources
Income from donations and legacies
        Voluntary income 276,113 - 276,113 292,610
        Activities for generating funds - - - 1,296
Investment income 62,219 - 62,219 44,779
Income from charitable activities 251,637 - 251,637 260,743
Other income 5,837 - 5,837 10,000

Total incoming resources 595,806 - 595,806 609,428

Resources expanded
Expenditure on raising funds 557,862 - 557,862 603,622
Expenditure on charitable activities 117,637 - 117,637 109,018
Other expenditure 11,310 - 11,310 5,661

Total resources expended 686,809 - 686,809 718,301

Net resources expended (91,003) - (91,003) (108,873

 Unrestricted Restricted Year Year
 funds funds ended ended
   28/02/18 28/02/17
 £ £ £ £



Belfast City Mission
Glengall Exchange
3 Glengall Street

Belfast BT12 5AB 

Tel: 028 9032 0557
Fax: 028 9031 1793
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